
 1    TITLEY JAZZ QUINTET    FRIDAY 3.00pm ï 5.00pm      

Winding up for the evening we have one of this countryôs leading mod-
ern jazz exponents. Peter King has received plaudits both here and 
internationally, and was certainly one of the hits at last yearôs festival. 
Again accompanied by the formidable Steve Melling on piano, Geoff 
Gascoyne bass and Tony Levin drums, this quartet at times has the 
power of a group double its size. Steve Melling, favoured as an accom-
panist by vocalists (as varied as Clair Martin and Georgie Fame) and 
instrumentalists alike provides the perfect foil for Peter Kingôs propul-
sive playing.  Geoff Gascoyne, possibly better known for his extensive 
work with Jamie Cullum, has a pedigree that spans most forms of mu-
sic, With Tony Levinôs backing this should be an explosive ending to 
the first Titley jazz day. 

 Peter King ï soprano & alto saxophone 

 Steve Melling ï piano 

Geoff Gascoyne ï bass 

Tony Levin ï drums 

This suite is arguably the most famous of all of Stan Traceyôs 
recordings (perhaps of all British jazz recordings), and one of a 
handful of successful musical interpretations of an existing liter-
ary work. Originally recorded in 1965, with Jeff Clyne on bass 
and Jackie Dougan on drums, it was issued under the title Jazz 
Suite inspired by Dylan Thomasôs Under Milk Wood. Stan him-
self was inspired by the BBC recording of the radio play, fa-
mously narrated by Richard Burton, whoôs reading of the opening 
lines ï óTo begin at the beginning: It is spring, moonless night in 
the small town, starless and bible-black ...ô gave the impetus for 
one of the most beautiful sequences in the suite, featuring Bobby 
Wellins on the original recording and presented here live for the 
audience at Titley. The suite in its entirety has achieved iconic 
status over the years, and it can be regarded as something of a 
coup to have it included at this yearôs Titley jazz festival. 

 Stan Tracey ï piano 

 Bobby Wellins ï tenor saxophone 

 Andy Cleyndert ï bass 

 Clark Tracey ï drums 

2    UNDER MILK WOOD    FRIDAY 6.30pm ï 8.30pm       

3   PETER KING QUARTET     FRIDAY 9.00pm ï 11.00pm    

As with last yearôs Titley Jazz Festival the 
honour of opening proceedings for the 
2011 event falls to the Alan Barnes 
combo. Plainly this quintet will set a high 
musical bench-mark, anticipating a week-
end of premier jazz. Alan Barnesôs CV is extensive: multi-instrumentalist, composer, arranger, 
record producer and all-round entertainer (perhaps we will see him as a contender on Strictly 
Come Dancing?), he is the ideal choice to kick-start the 2011 Festival. His group is no less 
talented, with the immense presence of the tenorist Don Weller, and his regular accompanists, 
star pianist David Newton, with the solid backing of Andy Cleyndert and Steve Brown. 

 Alan Barnes - reeds 

 Don Weller ï tenor saxophone 

 David Newton - piano 

 Andy Cleyndert - bass 

 Steve Brown - drums 

 

 

 



Two of our foremost tenor saxophone players, backed 
by an outstanding rhythm section should set things alight 
for the afternoon. The Scottish tenor man Bobby Wellins 
is justly famed for his sensitive performance on Under 
Milk Wood but there is so much more to him than that. A 
stalwart performer at the late lamented Appleby Jazz 
Festival; it is good to welcome him here at Titley. Like-
wise Don Weller who made such an impression here last 
year will possibly remember the quartet he led with 
Bobby in the 1980ôs. As always the David Newton 
rhythm section is the ideal backdrop to the two individual 
yet combatable stylists. 

A complete change of pace and mood for the opening of Day 
2 of Titley jazz Festival - ideal for a balmy summer day (we 
can but hope!). Our two front-line reedmen showing their 
versatility with the seductive rhythms, made so popular by 
Stan Getz in the 1960ôs.  Art Themen will need little introduc-
tion to followers of Stan Traceyôs larger groups, a stylist of 
great individuality, he can adapt to a variety of moods, as 
can Alan Barnes. John Donaldson making his first appear-
ance at Titley has a wealth of experience both as a soloist 
and working with a variety of modern combos on both sides 
of the Atlantic. The combination of the two horns and John 
Donaldsonôs piano should produce music that is both dy-
namic and lyrical with happy results. 

Don Weller ï tenor saxophone 

Bobby Wellins ï tenor saxophone 

David Newton ï piano 

Any Cleyndert ï bass 

Clark Tracey ï drums 

Alan Barnes ï reeds 

John Donaldson ï piano 

Arni Somogyi ï bass 

Steve Brown ï drums 
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SATURDAY 11.00am ï 1.00pm        

5  DON WELLER/BOBBY WELLINS QUINTET    SATURDAY 1.30pm ï 3.30pm     

                Art Themen ï tenor saxophone 

How to Get to Titley Jazz  

The Festival site is at The Rodd, LD8 2LL, situated on the B4355 

between Presteigne and Kington, about 1 mile south of Presteigne . 

Local Accommodation  

For details of accommodation near to Titley, go to the Festival website 
www.titleyjazz.com 


